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AcTs XxXIv. 25. 


And as he reaſoud of Righteouſneſs 


Temperance, and Judgment 70 come, 
Felix trembled. 


H E former Chapter acquaints us with a bar- 
barous Deſign, carried on, with great Warmth 
and Subtilty, againſt the Perſon of St. Paul. 
The Zews found themſelves uncapable of an- 


= ſwering his Arguments, and therefore they reſolutely 
combine to attack his Life: A ſecret Conſpiracy is im- 


mediately form'd, Merhods of Execution are concerted, 


and they will neither eat nor drink till they haus fuld 


him. But no Schemes, how artfully ſoever they are laid, 
can eſcape the penetrating Eye of God : He takes his own 


Time to interpoſe in Behalf of his Servants; but, when 
ecver he does interpoſe, the Buſineſs is effectually done. 


St. Paul 8 — 1 ſome _ n. of theit 
0 | wicked 
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wicked Intentions, makes no Delay to acquaint him 
there with: He, with equal Expedition, tranſmits the 
News to the chief Captain, whoſe Heart God had 


prepared to redreſs the Grievance, and to convey the 


Priſoner out of the reach of their intended Cruelty. He 
ſends him, under a ſtrong Guard, to Felix the Governour ; 
provides Neceſſaries, and Conveniences, for the Eaſe of 
his Journey ; and impartially ſtates the Caſe with his 


own Hand. Felix, tho an Heathen, entertains Paul 


with more Courteſy and good Nature, than his own 


Countrymen the Fews : He defers Judgment till his 
Accuſers were come: orders his Confinement to be in 


a Palace, not a common Goal; and fixes Herod's 
Judgment-Hall for the Place of his Reſidence. . 
In this Chapter, of which the Text is a Part, we are 
inform d of an Indictment preferr d againſt the Apoſtle, 
by the High Prieſt and Elders; and the Cauſe managed 


by one Tertullus, an artful eloquent Man, the Empe- 


rour s Attorney-General. The Enemy of Chriſtianity 
had furniſh'd them with a skilful Orator; one who 


cou d tune his Tongue any way for an advanced Fee; 


and who, by Flattery and Falſhood, endeayours to inſi- 
nuate himſelf into the Zudge's Favour, that he might, 
with better Succeſs, implead, and run down the inno- 


cent Apoſtle. But his Adverſaries were not more yi- 


gorous in the Proſecution, than he was zealous and un- 


daunted in his Defence: He fully clears himſelf of the 
Accuſation brought againſt him, and defies them to 


prove the Things they impeach'd him of: And, had 
not Felix been more inclin'd to pleaſe the Fews, and 
anſwer ſome bye-Ends of his own, than to adminiſter 
uſtice impartially, the harmleſs Priſoner had been 
immediately acquitted. However St. Paul was, in ſome 
| | Mealure, 
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Meaſure, deliver'd from the Effects of their Malice; 
fr tho he return d to his Confinement, yet none of his 
Acquaintance were prohibited to miniſter, or come un- 
to him. Not many Days after this happen d, He was 
ſent for by Felix, and imporruned to preach to his Fa- 
mily: The Subjechof which Sermon, and the remarka- 
ble Effect it had, are briefly compriſed in the Text. 
And as he reaſon d of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 
Judgment to come, Felix trembled. | 
For a guilty Priſoner to ſhow ſome Signs of Terrour 
before his lawful Fudge, is a Thing common enough, and 
eaſily accounted for: But that a Perſon under ſo vigo- 
rous a Proſecution, ſhou'd harangue ſo freely and em- 
phatically as to make even his Fudge tremble, was a Caſe 
entirely new ; and what, I think, no Records, beſide 
EE the Holy Scripture, can furniſh us with an Example of. 
hut there is an higher Place of fudicaturè than That 
| wherein Felix preſided; areal Court of Equity; where 
; All muſt one Day appear and ſtand Trial; and where 
| ' Nothing, but the happy Teſtimony of a good Conſci- 
El ence, can aſſure us of Succeſs : Where no Flouriſhes of 
| _ Eloquence, no ſubtil evaſive Diſtinctions, will ſerve 
turn; for all things are naked and open to the Eyes 
of Him, who has the udgment of that Day committed 
to him. It was the Apprehenſion of this critical Time 
that affected the conſciousGovernour with ſuch a Trem- 
bling and Uneafmeſs: He had been a Stranger to Righ- 
zeouſneſs and T emperance, and therefore could not but 
ſtartle to think that the Day of Fudgment was certainly 
approaching, when he muſt dearly pay for ſuch volun- 
tary Omiſſionssz“. eee FEY 
In treating upon the WoRDs I ſhall briefly conſi- 
der the three Things, which were the Subjekt of St. 
FBS | Paul's 
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Paul's Diſcourſe—- Righteouſneſs, T emperance, and | 


Judgment to come. 


Secondly, I will obſerve that remarkable Efett : 


the Serman had upon its principal Hearer — As he 
reaſom d on theſe Things, Felix trembled. 
The Firſt of thoſe two Duties which St. Paul 


diſcourſcd on is Righteouſneſs. And that Felix want- 
ed ſome Instructions in the Nature, or ſome Exhortati- 


ons, as to the Practice, of this Duty, is evident from 


the 26th Verſe 3 Wherein we are told, That he expect- 
ed to receive a dum of Money, in order to procure his 


Releaſe; and that, therefore, he ſent for him the aft- 
ner, and communed with him. This odious deteſtable 
Character was made known to the Apoſtle, who, 
without any mean ſervile Fear of offending, bravely 
attacks the Favourzte Vice. He choſe not with his Ad- 


verſary Tertullus to coin Virtues where he found none, 


or to improve the Cauſe by flattering the Fudge. No! 


the Holy Fyirit of God is no Sycophant : And therefore 


the infpired Orator, like a skilful Axtiſt, lays the 


Plaiſter | where he obſerved the. Sore; values not the 


Pain on Reſentment of his Patient, being fully deter- 
mined, if poſlible, to effect a Cure. And yer, becauſe 
the mildeſt Methods are generally the moſt ſucceſsful, he 
does not directly accuſe. him of Injuſtice, but he argues, 
or reaſons, with him of 3 85 
Righteouſneſs. is à very copious lignificant Word; 

and, taken in its full Latitude, comprehends alt the 
Duties we owe to Gd or our Neighbour. So far as 


it relates to Gd it is properly call'd, Ho/7nefs ; and is 


that happy Temper of Mind, operating within us, and 
influencing our Actions, which. only can entitle us to the 
Vigon of God, and the Happineſs conſequent of . that 


gelirable Sight. That Bare of | it, which belongs to the 
ns | 
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and Conceptions of him, by the unerring 


0 ilaren of Men, and therefore 8 entitled to their 
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- Table, and regulates our Conduct towards Our 


Brethren, is commonly term'd Juſtice: by the Bule 
Whereof we are obliged to do t Others, what, in a ſup- 
poſed Change of Circumſtances, we ſhou d expect Our- 


ſelues. The great Importance of this Duty forbids 


me to paſs it by unobſerv d: and it is of too large an 


Extent to be fully diſcuſs d at this Time. Permit me 


therefore to acquaint you in a ſummary Way what 
we muſt of Neceſſity perform, in order to avoid the 


Imputation of Infuſtice, in both Relations. 


In the firſ# Place then, Righteouſneſs towards 


Cad does chiefly conſiſt in this — That we entertain 


high and reverential Thoughts of his illuſtrious Being, 


and view the unconceivable Myſteries of the Godhead 


with a ſubmiſſive Faith; that we regulate our Thoughts 
Rules of Ho- 
ly Scripture, and readily aſſent to thoſe reveal d Traths, 
which our ſcanty Reaſon cannot yet comprehend. The 
orious Attributes and Perfections of God ſhould equal 
fo age both our Wonder and our Love: And our 


Souls —.— d be filłd wich the moſt ardent Affection, the 


they are almoſt loſt in Amazement at the ſame Time. 


Wc muſt acknowledge God the Great Creator and Go- 


vernour of the World, and our moſt tender and compaſ- 


ſionate Father ʒ that our Souls and Bodies are entirely his 
free Gift, and daily ſupported by his bountebus Provi- 


dence. . In ſhort we fault. confeſs, that, for every Thing we 


no enjey, or ever expect to ſucceed in, we are indebted 


to him; and that there is no real Good, but what, origi- 
nally, and primarily, deſcends from him. We ſhou d re. 


2 7700 him to our Minds as the molt amiable of all. 
£3. moſt- abundant in his Affection towards the 


moſt 
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moſt grateful Returns. T will become us to meditate 

Frequently upon his undeſerved Favours and Loving- 

Ekindneſſes, particularly That of Redemption by his 
Son; and to be cautious of fruſtrating the great Deſign 


of his Miſſion, by a ſcandalous Violation of his divine 
Commands. We muſt beconſtant in our Devotions 


to him both Publick and Private; and not grudge to 
pay him that Homage, and Submiſſion, which he has 


a patural and indiſputable Right to. We are oblig'd 


to confide in his Promiſes, be fearful of his Threat- 


nings, and entirely to acquieſce in his Appointments : 


And, to ſum up all, we muſt devote Ourſelves wholly : 


to his Service: It muſt be our conſtant Study to ſerve 


and pleaſe him in every Thing we think of, and in 
every Action we ſet about. | 


But ſecondly, this Righteouſneſs towards G o p muſt 
be accompanied with Juſtice to our Nezghbour. And 


very reaſonably may the infinite Being require the Per- 
formance of this Duty from his Creatures, ſince he is 


the molt perfect Pattern and Example of it himſelf: 
Since not only the Self: ſufficiency, and Perfection, of 
his Nature make it impoſſible for him to act unjuſtly ; 


but his infinite and immutable Goodneſs inclines him to 


the moſt juſt and equitable Diſpenſations towards us. 
In Obedience to his Commands, therefore, and in Imi- 
tation of his Example, we muſt carefully practiſe this 
Branch of Righteouſneſs, the important Duty of do- 


ing Juſtice. And in Relation to this, as well as all o- 
ther Duties, the plain Words of Scripture may be our 
moſt uſeful Guide, our beſt Counſellors; may beſt in- 


ſtruct us in the Nature of the Duty, and the Meaſures 


* Rom. 7. . 


. a I 
. 
Ft * 5 oy a 
* 2 ; 4 2 * Sl Rs LR 3 4 g 
n N 4 
2 : q 2 ; fois ea nas e Nees Ne.» . 
"2 OT Ln CRONE ants ARISE Ee 0 0 
* e Tt waa x 


171 


fo All their Dues ; Tribute fo whom Tribute 259 1 3 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom ; Fear to whom Fear; Ho- 
nour to whom Honour. This Gradation of the Apoſtle 
chiefly regards our Superiours: And the Paris 
thereof they are as much entitled to, by the Laws 
of Juſtice, as to any other Property they enjoy. As 
to our Equals the divine Law direts— f To owe to no 
Man any Thing, but to love one another : that is, we 
muſt not withhold from any One, without his Conſent, 
what does in Right belong to him, or forcibly deprive 
him of That, which he only has a Title to. But there is 
one Debt which we muſt be ſtudious to pay, and yet can 
never fully diſcharge 3 and that is the Debt of Love. 
Love is the Epitome of the whole Law : and all the 
Duties we owe to one another are virtually compre- 
hended in loving our Neighbour as our ſelves. For no 
Man is willing to be defrauded, abuſed, or oppreſsd 
Himſelf: and, therefore, he, that has equal Benevo- 
lence to Others, will be equally cautious of defrauding, 
abuſing, or oppreſſing them. And this naturally in- 
troduces that incomparable Rule of our Saviour, ſo ex- 
cellently calculated for the Chri/tian's Direction, in 
ev'ry Inſtance of Duty to his Fellow-Creatures--- All 
Things whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do unto 
you, do ye even ſo to them. Here is a Rube of Behavi- 
our worthy of its divine Author. A Rule, ſuited to all 
Capacities, and ready at Hand upon ey'ry Emergency. 
A conciſe Rule, that carries Reaſon and Equity in tige 
Face of it; and has an irreſiſtable Power to direct and 
influence our Conduct. A Rule, conliſting of very few 
: Words, and yet more comprehenſive than ſome large 
| Volumes. So vaſtly admired was this ſhort Agage, 
: PE” > 


+ Rom. xiii. 8. - * Matth. vii. 12. 
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that Hiſtory informs us, One of the Roman Emperours 


was deſirous to have admitted its Author into the Num- 
ber of the Heathen Gods, and to have built him a Tem- 
ple, for the Sake of it. The Application of this Pre- 


cept is ſo eaſy and obvious, that I ſhall not trouble you 


with any Directions about it. But, before I finiſh what 


relates to this Duty, you'll give me leave to mention 


one particular Branch of it, which deſervedly claims 


a Place here; and that is Charity. This is as much a 
Debt as any Other: For the ſame God, who gives us 
our Eftates, entails this Rent. Charge upon them, That 


we ſhall be kind to ihe Poor. And ſuch an Affinity is 


there betwixt theſe two Duties, that, according to * Dr. 


Jia; af Obſervation, the ſame Word, which in He- 


brew ſignifies Righteouſneſs, in other Oriental Lan- 
guages, is commonly uſed for Charity; and indeed the 


Hebrew Word it ſelf is often fo tranſlated in the Sep- 
tuagint. And this is all that the Time will permit me 
do ſay upon that copious Subject Rzzhteouſneſs. I pro- 
">| ceed therefore, Secondly, to conſider the next Duty 

' =; Which the Apoſtle treated on, and that is Temperance. 
IT be | original Jord, I think, might more proper- 
ly be tranſlated Continence, and ſignifies a Command 
of the Paſſions, or a Maſtery over a Man's Self. And 

this Acceptation of the Word ſeems more agreeable to 

the Apaſile's Deſign in that Sermon: For his real Inten- 


tion being not to flatter, but to reprove, and convert 


the Judge, he cou d not chuſe a fitter Subject to ha- 
rangue upon, than that of Continence : Becauſe, as o- 


ſephus, Tacitus, and ſome other Hiſtorians tell us, Fe- 
[ix. had been notoriouſly guilty of its Contrary ; having 


ſeduced Drafilla from her own Hnsband's Bed, and 


| ” lived 
* Beverige's Sermons. f Eyxperie. 
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fg 
lived in a continued Courſe of Adultery with her. St. 
Paul preaches here to Felix, as Fohn the Baptiſt did 


once to Herod ; ſuitably and honeſtly enough, but not 


very gratcfully : we don't find, however, that his prin- 


cipal Auditors were much diſguſted at the Diſcourſe, 
or quick to how any Reſentments upon it. No doubt 
but the Apoſtle's Satyr was keen enough, but, withal, 
artfully managed : And your powerful Offenders can 


readily bear to be lanced by a skilful Hand ; but, to be 
mangled and torn to Pieces with a rough Edge, to be 
diſſected with a Saw, is a Pain too exquiſite to be calm- 


ly endured. The Greek Word, 1 fay, being more pro- 


perly tranſlated Continence, and ſeveral of the Eaſtern 


Languages, as well as the beſt Commentators, fayour- 


ing that Acceptation, I ſhall be obliged to conform 


thereto, and briefly deſcribe the Duty. Continence 


then, in the general Notion of it, is an Abſtinence from 


unlawful Pleaſures of what kind ſoever : A Duty of 


great Uſe in Religion ; which deſtroys Sin in the Bud, and 
carcfully fences againſt the leaſt Approach of Evil. Plea- 
furcs too freely taſted are apt to enervate the Mind, and 
weaken its Guard ; they improve our natural Inclina- 


tions to Vice and Voluptuouſneſs, and procure Temp- 


tations an eaſy Succeſs. Continence, therefore, which 
regulates theſe Inclinations, and keeps them within their 
due Bounds ; which diſarms the Force of Pleaſure, 


and prevents it from becoming a Snare to us, muſt needs 


be a Duty of vaſt Importance, and worthy of all the 


Apoſtles Labour to enforce it. But St. Paul having 


found out the weak Side of his Judge, and inform'd 
himſelf what S$;ns they were that more eaſily beſet 
him, apply'd, no doubt, to attack that Branch of In- 
continence, which his unbridled Luſt had unfortunate- 


3 ly 


_ 
* · N r * 8 n . 
_ 1 7 _ Co 3 1 8 4 2 PADS 3 * — 1 N * 


- 0 : 
, ; — Af , 


2 : 
7 * £5 
"-..,J Fo» SY 7 
- * = 
- - - 
: 
* * 


a "To. 


5 3 him into; I mean that flagrant Sin of Adul- 
tery. A Sin, ſo pregnant of Injuſtice and Villainy, 
that it needs the Tongue of an Apoſtle to rally and ex- 
plode it. I know the Enemy of Souls has ſo art- 
fully managed this Affair, ſo dextrouſly propagated the 
fatal Deluſie ion, as to perſwade ſome of his Votaries, that 
it is a venial, inconſiderable, Fault; and ſo made it 
rather a Jeſt, than a Matter of Abhorrence. But can 
that be a Jeſt, or a Trifle, which is plainly repugnant 
to a *divine poſitive Law ? Which provok'd the An- 
ger, and drew down the 7udgments of God in b /e- 
were Plagues ? Can Adultery be deem d a venial Fault, 
when Fornication only, which is attended with leſs ag- 
gravating Circumſtances, extended the vindictive Arm 
of Providence, and < three or d four and twenty 
Thouſand of the 1/raelites fell, in one Day, by the ir- 
reſiſtable Force of it? The actual Commiſſion of Adul- 
zery muſt needs carry in it great Malignity, when our 
bleſſed Saviour e, in explaining the Commandment, 
has inform'd us, that even a luftful Eye is a formal Of 
Jence againſt it. 

Any « one Sin, 1 with Knowledge and Deli- 
beration, is deſtructive of our Intereſt in God, and ren- 
ders us obnoxious to everlaſting Miſcry. But the $7 
of Adultery is an odious complicated Crime: Idleneſs 
and Luxury are its avow'd Parents, Theft and Injuſtice 
its natural and deform'd Offspring. It robs a Man of 
the deareſt Good he has in the Morld, and fixes a ſpuri- 
ous Brood in his Family : It deprives the legitimate 
Heirs of their natural Right, renders thoſe innocent Crea- 
tures lighted and negleQted, and neceſſitates an Inju- 
{tice 


EX00d8s Xx. 14. Gen. S117, *x Cn X. 8 
Numbers xxv. 9. Matth. v. 27, 28. 
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ſtice which no Law can redreſs. In reſpect of the mar- 


ried Perſon tis an abſoluce Violation of «the naptial 
Contract, and involves the offending Party in down- 


right Perjury. A Man muſt, therefore, be an infatua- 
ted Slave of the Devil, and renounce all Claim to 
Wiſdom and Religion, before he can conform to a de- 


liberare Practice of this horrid Crime, this deteſtable 


Hin of Adultery. And what a ſcandalous Reflection 


is it upon a rational Creature, that he has ſubmitted 


the Reins to Luſt, reſignd the Government of him- 


ſelf to Satan, and is become a voluntary Candidate for 
endleſs Torment! If a Man be really refoly'd to give 
himſelf an unlawful Liberty in this Reſpect, let him 

join the Mahometans; their beaſtly Principles may. bet- 
ter ſuit his Inclinations: but CHriſtianity prohibits all 


ſuch Indulgences, under the ſevereſt Pains 3 that pure 
Religion abhors ſuch Injuries. Laſtly, L would have 
every Libertine to conſider, that this Perfidrouſneſs 
in the married State, theſe continued Debaucheries, 
are often attended with fatal Conſequences, to the 
Parties offending. The poor deluded J/oman, at 
laſt, becomes ſenſible of her Folly, and the irre- 
parable Injury ſhe has done to the Partner of her 


Life ; and thus a tormented Conſcience, and an in- 
cenſed Husband, conclude her - unhappy Days, and 


bring her in Sorrow to the Grave. The baſe Author 


of this Injuſtice naturally riſes in the ill Opinion 
of the provok'd World; all indifferent Perſons flight 


and abhor him; the injured Parties purſue him with 
the utmoſt Hatred and Reſentment ; and his enyied 
Life, not leſs miſerable than wicked, frequently ter- 


minates in a violent, unnatural, Death. As if rhe 
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and & propos enough. 


Almighty had ſet himſelf particularly againſt the Sin of 
Adultery, and was fully determined, that they, who 
rage and burn in unreſtrained Luſt, ſhou'd be ſud- 
denly divorced from their lewd Embraces, and finally 


ſuffer in the Flames of Hell. 


If we conſider the Word according to our Fngliſh 

T ranſlation, the 3 might ſtill be ſeaſonable, 
ncontimence, in the former 

Senſe, was not the only Vice that Felix indulged him- 


ſelf in: For the ſame f Hiſlorian, whom 1 mention'd 


before, repreſentshim as a Perſon addicted to all man- 
ner of Sin and Impiety, and ſo great a Proficient 


therein, that He procured Men, by Bribery, to murder 


the High Prieſt, becauſe he took the Freedom to re- 
prove him for his repeated Villainies. Whether the 


 Governour was notorious for Tntemperance, as we 


commonly uſe the Word, is not very material: tis 
certain that ſuch a Topic cou'd not be unſeaſonable 


in this Zaxwurions Age; and, had not the vaſt Affluence 


of Matter made me too prolix in this Article already, 
there wou'd have been a very uſeful Frovince to de- 


"claim in further. For alas! we have the Mortification 


to obſerve ſome ſuch People as the * Prophet com- 
plains of, inconſiderate Treſpaſſers againſt the Rule of 
Temperance, who riſe early in the Morning, that 
they may follow ſtrong Drink, and continue until 
Night, "till Wine inflames them. is aſtoniſhing to 
ſee this inchanted Herd of Drunkards running violent- 


ly down the Precipice of Deſtruction, and ready to 


periſh in the Abyſs of Hell making themſelves worſe 
than Brutes, whilſt they live, and preparing for ever- 
| | laſting 


+ Joſephus. IIa. v. 11. 
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laſting Burnings when they come to die: becoming, in 


ſhort, the Jeſt and Deriſion of all ſenſible ſober Men, 
and the utter Averſion of Almighty God. But I have 
not time to purſue this Subject any farther, being under 
an Obligation to conſider the third Thing which the 


| Apoſtle reaſon'd upon, and that is a Judgment to come. 


And now, I conceive, we are arrivd at the main Oc- 


caſion of Felix's Trembling. His Conſcience was not 


ſo very tender, but he could willingly indulge himſelf 
in the Sins of Fraud and Incontinence ; cou'd repeat 
them with Pleaſure, and, perhaps, hear himſelf reproy'd, 
by ſuch an Orator as St. Paul was, with ſome Degree 
of Patience: But to be convinced that he muſt one Day 
render an Account of theſe wicked Actions, and be con- 
demn'd to Miſery everlaſting for ſuch unrepented Im- 


pieties; theſe diſagreeable Thoughts cou'd not but oc- 
caſion ſome melancholy Reflections; ſome uneaſy 


Qualms of Mind, ſome Convulſions of Body: For, 


whatever Arguments a Preacher may uſe to bring Men 


to Righteouſneſs, tis certain that the * Terrors of the 


Tord do moſt effectually perſwade Men. 


I ſhall not have Leiſure to attempt a full Proof of the 
future Judgment ; neither can I think it needful in a 
Congregation of Chr;/tians. And yet, that I may do 
ſome Juſtice to this Part of my Subject, permit me to 
offer a few ſhort Conſiderations on the Certainty of that 
important Dax. 
One ſubſtantial Argument, to convince us of the Cer- 
tainty of a future Jud ment, is juſtly drawn from Mens 


| different Succeſſes, and the Inequality of their For- 


tunes in this preſent Life. Whiiſt we are promiſcu- 
ouſly acting upon the Stage of this World, it frequent- 

2 „ "8 
» » 2 Corinth, v. 11. 
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uy happens, that wicked Men enjoy the greateſt Share 
of temporal Grandeur : They bask in the Sunſhine oy 


an caſy Fortune, fare ſumptuonſly every Day, and wan 
not any Thing which either Wealth, or Power, can 
ſupply them With: Health ſweetens their Pleaſures, Suc- 


ceſs follows their Actions, and they ſeem the Favourites 


of a beneficent God; they * come in no Misfortune as 


other Holl, neither are they plagued like other Men. 


On the contrary, the religious good Man, whom no 
Præmium can ſeduce, no gilded Baits allure, to a diſ- 
honeſt Compliance, ſhall be inſolently treated, and ſe- 


verely abuſed ; become the Scorn, and Deriſion, of 
powerful wicked! Men, and, perhaps; finiſh a miſerable _ 
Life in the utmoſt Poverty and Contempt. Now, if 


there were nota Lyfe after this, wherein Rewards and 
Puniſhments will be diſtributed by a more equal Me- 


thod, it wou'd be hard to account for the Fn tice, and 


other Attributes of God, who ſuffers his moſt inno- 


cent and faithful Servants to live, and die, in a Condi- 


tion thus deſtitute, afflifted, tormented. It is not more 
necellary for him that cometh to God to believe that 
he is, than to be perſwaded that he is allo a Rewarder 


of thoſe that diligently ſeek him. For what ſtrange 
| Notions, what terrible Thoughts, wou'd the Belief c bY 
a God, endued with infinite Power, create in our Minds, 


if the Conſideration of his Mercy, and Juſtice, did not 
help to ſoften the harſh Idea; repreſent him as a Lover 


of Souls, a Friend to the Righteous, and, in all other 


Reſpects, ſtrictly good, and truly amiable ? From hence, 
therefore, we rationally conclude — That there will be 


a great and ſolemn Day of Judement, when all ſeeming 


Incqualitics will be fully reconciled; when the Suffer- 
ings 
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ings of good Men will be fairly compenfated, and ſuc· 
ceſsful Villains receive their deſerved Condemnation. 

But, Secondly, as a farther Argument of this Truth, 
| we obſerve — That there is implanted in our Nature 
and Conſtitution an earneſt and invincible Deſire of Hap- 
pineſs : Tis a Force upon the Mind to entertain any 
Thing that does not promiſe, either a real, or at leaſt 
an apparent, Bs. , And it woud derogate from the 
Goodneſs of God, to create us with ſuch Appetites and 
Expectations; if there be no real Felicity where with to 
gratify them. Now, that there is no State of perfect 
Happineſs on this Side the Grave, is a Truth allow d on 


all Hands, and no One attempts to contradict it. Thoſe 


who have ſought for it in Riches, and paid laſting De- 
voirs to that powerful De#y,. have met with many 
Croſſes and Diſappointments, and found the Pre- 
tences of their Idol, to be mere Sham, and Impoſture. 
And they who have ſequeſter'd themſelves from the 
World, and expected to find it in Solitude and Retire- 


ment, have been always apprehenſive of ſome Defect, 


and ſtill continued in a diſſatisfied State. And ſince we 
cannot think it conſiſtent with the neceſſary Attribute 
of God's Goodneſs, to promiſe us Happineſs and baulk 
us of the Enjoyment, there ſeems good Ground to be- 
lieve that there will be a general Day of Retribution 3 
when thoſe who have deſery'd it, ſhall obtain their de- 
fired Ed, and gain a joyful Admittance to thoſe Jaſtin 
Pleaſures, in the Preſence of God, which they have 
long purſued with a ſteady Patience. Thus, I fay, is 
what Reaſon itſelf prompts us to expect, and what Ne- 
velation aſſures us will come to paſs: God has plainly 
told us in Scripture thai there is Day appointed where- 
on he will judge the //orld in Righteouſneſs : and, 
"therefore, we ought to hav ve all To) in believing, ans 
Wit 


with all Activity and Chearfulneſs, to prepare for this 
ciucat Fame: i | N : FED 
And, Thirdly, the Hopes and Expectations of the 
Righteous are not more natural, than the Fears and Ap- 
prt henſions of thoſe who have the Misfortune to live in 
a contrary Way. Ev'ry One, whoſe Nature is not forced, 
whoſe Conſcience is not grown callous and inſenſible, 


wardly check'd and reprov'd, and purſued with Fears, 
through all his ſolitary Retirements. And that this is 


religion are willing to argue (for a linking Cauſe muſt 
lay hold of a flender Twig) is plain from this known 
Fact, that theſe natural Impreſſions cannot be effaced 
or deſtroy d. Miſtakes are generally confuted by Rea- 
ſon and Experience: but theſe Fears and Apprehenſions 
are ſeldom or never diſlodg'd by ſuch Means; they are 
= the true Language of Nature, and cannot be extirpat- 
8s cd by the Power of Art. A Man may quiet an unealy 
Conſcience, for a while, by conſtant Diverſions, or 
perpetual Debaucheries : He may indeed ſmother the 


Mind recovers its natural Frame and Temper, theſe Em- 
4 bers of Diſcontent will glow again, and fore warn us of 
5 a much more hurtful Flame, if a timely Repentance 


henſions, except it be that the Author of our Nature 
has deſign'd us to be made ſenſible of the Guilt and 


ſcience, and previouſly admoniſh'd to prepare better 
5 5 Accounts 


is upon the committing of any diſhoneſt Action, in- 


not owing to idle Hories, traditionary Fables, or the 
Prejudice of Education, as ſome Advocates for Ir- 


* + 
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Flame, but cannot totally extinguiſh it: Whenever the 


don't help us to eſcape it. For what can be the Mean- 0 
ing of theſe neceſſary Fears, and unavoidable Appre- 


Danger of tranſgreſſing; to be try'd and condemn'd, as 
it were, in the impartial Judement of our own Con- 
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z Em] 
Accounts, againſt the precarious Time of bringing them 
in? Inſhort the Arguments for a future Fudgment are 
ſo plain, W and concluſive, that none, but mere | 
Altheiſts, perſiſt in an obſtinate Denial of it; and even 4 
theſe have ſome Struggles of Conſcience, ſome doubt- 
ful uneaſy Thoughts, which make them in Part belzeve, 
tho' they ſtrive, by all Means poſſible, to ſtifle the Con- 
Vviction. Unfortunate W retches ! they are deſirous to 
ſhut their Eyes againſt the Truth; but they will be mi- 
ſerably convinced at laſt ; the Devils themſelves can- 
not withſtand it, they muſt believe and tremble too! 
TI haſten now to the /a/# Thing propoſed, which is, to 
conſider the Effect of St. Paul's Diſcourſe on theſe 
Three Things; as he reaſon d of Righteouſneſs, Tem- 
perance, and fudgment to come, Felix trembled. 
1 Ihis Tremor in the Fudge proceeded, no doubt, from 
a Conſciouſneſs of his notorious wicked Life in gene- 
ral; and his being guilty of thoſe particular Sins, to 
which the Apoſtle was declaring the Zudgments of God 
to be due. And if this harden'd Infidel was lo affected 
upon the firſt hearing of a Judgment to come, how _ 
ſhou'd the ſerious Confideration thereof influence us 
Chriſtians, who have had the Doctrine ſo often ſound- 
ing in our Ears, and are fully convinced of the impor- 
tant Truth? Im ſure, the Thoughts of God's * udg- 
ments put a much better Man than Felix into a 8 
tick Poſture : they bent the Knees, looſen d the Joynts, 
and made the very Fleſb to tremble even of a Man after 
God's own Heart. And what Man living, when he 
looks within himſelf, and there views a ſinful impeni- 
tent Soul; conſcious of its being accountable, and hav- 
| 5 5 | | ing 
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ing Nothing but Vice and Wickedneſs to account for, 
can hope to eſcape any better? Can any One, who has a de- 
frauded or injured his Brother, and never attempted to 
make Reſtitution, reflect upon the laſt Audit, without 
ſome Uneaſineſs, when he conſiders that God takes the 
1 Part of the abuſed, and declares himſelf the Avenger 
ii of all ſuch ? Can the b Drunkard, or Adulterer, be 
jt void of Concern, and {lecp with an caſy Conſcience, 
unleſs lulld by the ſoveraign Opiate of an immoderate 
Doſe, when he lcarns, from Scripture, that none of 


this CharaFer ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God? And { 
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i} | without it. That, to render the Prohibition ſtill ſtrong- 
c.r, the ſame Authority had enjoyn'd him-=-- d above all 
14 Things not to Swear ; and yet, ſo obſtinate was his Diſ- 9 
il obedicnce, he had practiſed Thzs more than any Thin x 
it elſe. That the Lau giver had told him, in er 5 

1 Terms---- © Every Idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak they 0 
1 ſhall give Account thereof inthe Day of Fudgment : yet, 4 
1 ſo regardleſs Was he of this divine Caution, that he had | 

not only given his Tongue a Liberty in z4/e, or vain, 
Words, but had profaned that ſacred Name in wh 


which 


ö will not theſe Terrours ſtill increaſe, as the fatal Day ' 
i draws near? I wou'd fain ask the Common Swearer, with * 
what Face he thinks he can ſtand before the tremendous 4 
of Majeſty of Heaven at the Grand Tribunal; when, load. ; 
1 ed with the Guilt of a reiterated Practice, his tormented 1 
1 Conſcience ſhall prefer this heavy Indictment ff pen ; 
TH Court? — That, whereas the Laws of God haFKgbſo- ; 
ip} lutely commanded him e ot to ſwear at all in his com- 3 
if} mon Converſation, he ungrateful had ſeldom {poke 9 
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which ſhou'd never be mention d except upon holy and 


reverent Occaſions. And what, in the Name of Good- 
neſs, cou'd the Common Swearer then plead, to ex- 
tenuate the Sin? This filly, childiſh, unprofitable Sin? 


He muſt certainly tremble, with a #7rneſs, when thus 


accuſed of habitually diſobeying God, and ſerving the 
Devil for nought ! When, upon ſcrutenizing into his 


_ uneaſy Conſcience, he finds Nothing therein, but the 


black indelible Characters of Ezekiel's Roll— * La. 

mentations and Mourning and Wo ! „ 
And who can propoſe to himſelf any Profit, or Satiſ- 

faction, in the Practice of theſe Things, whereof he muſt 


then be aſhamed ? for the Endof thoſe Things is Death. 


Let every One, therefore, ſubmit to the Conviction, as 


well as Felix, and tremble at the Apprehenſion of fall. 


ing into the Hands of an angry God. Lethim care- 
fully impreſs upon his Mind the dreadful State of thoſe 
miſerable Wretches, who ſhall ſtand condemn'd at that 


great and terrible Day of the Lord; and, I fancy, he 


will readily allow that its not a trifling Matter weare 


thinking on; that it were better to tremble now, than 
be in Confuſion about it then; to have ſucha Senſe of 
his Sins, and ſuch a Sorrow for them, as may make 


his Repentance ſincere, and available to his Sal- 
vation, than to repent for ever after to no manner of 

Laſtly, there are ſome Particulars relating to the 
Day of Fudement, the Conſideration whereof will help 
us to account for the Agonzes of Felix, and move us 


to ſuch a Conduct, as may prevent any Occaſions of 
_ trembling Ourſelves. And, firſt, we may conſider, that 


we mult then appear before a fuſt and omniſcient Fudge : 


* Ezek. li. 10. 
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A Jude e, whoſe Knowledge Nothing can eſcape, whole 
Juſtice no One can 700 impeach. A Fudge, who left 


the Regions of Bliſs, to proſecute the momentous Con- 
cern of our Salvation; ſubmitted to a miſerable Life, 


and died, in a painful ignominious Way, to appeaſe God 


and complete it. And how will it enhance the Ingrati- 


tude, and aggravate the Condemnation, of the Sinner, 
that he has run counter to his own eternal Intereſt, and 


{lighted the Offers of ſuch ineffable Love? That he has 


added a fooliſh Part, in returning Hatred for his Sau- 


ony's good Will; and muſt be finally condemu'd by that 
indalgent Redeemer, who exerted his Divinity, and did 
all that could be done, conſiſtently With Juſtice, ro have: 


ſecured his Happineſs. Our #/z//ed Lord will not appear 


then, as he choſe to do upon Earth, c/oarh'd with Hu- 
mility, and in the Form of a Servant, but in the terri- 
ble Majeſty of an offended God : Not accompanied by a 
few poor Fiſhermen, buthumbly waited on, and attend- 
ed by, Millions of Angels and glorified Spirits: Not 
mild and gentle as the Lamb of the World, but fierce 
and implacableas the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah; with 


yes likea Flame of Fire, and his Countenance as the 
Sun ſhining in its Strength. So ſplendid and magnifi- 


cent will this Appearance of our Lord be, that unleſs 
God fhou'd change our Bodies, and give them a firm 
and zmmortal Texture, the whole Fabrick wou'd be diſ- 
folv'd ; human Nature cou'd never abide the Day of his 


coming. And when St. Paul's moving Oratory had ſet 


theſe Things in a true Light, Fe/zx's Trembling muſt 
ceaſe to be a Wonder : It would be a much greater Won- 
der, if we, knowing and conſidering theſe real Terrours, 


ſhould be leſs affected than this Unbeliever was, or leſs 
ſollicitous to eſcape the divine Vengeance. a 


*Rev.l. 17. 
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If the Apoſtle uſed no other La 14e to deſcribe he 
Procedure and Formality of the Ja 7 udement, than 


thoſe Expreſſions which the Scriptures afford for that 
Purpole, there is Terrour enough in them to affrighten 


the Sinner; to make him anticipate here, in ſome De- 


gree, what a final Impenitence would entitle him to here- 
after. For, to omit thoſe terrible Sectacles and Ap- 


; Ppearances, which Chriſt and his Ap oft es have mention 4, 


as the Forerunners of a future Judgment ; to ſay no- 


thing of the Anger of the Fudge, the StratZneſs of the 


Scrutiny, and the Solemnity of the Proceſs; if we only 


| conſider the Severity of the Sentence, which will then 
be pronounced, we muſt either ſtartle or be inſenſible ! 


For Nothing, but a Madman, can ſtand unconcern'd 
upon the dire Preci pice of Eternity, with an Ocean of 
Fire and Brimſtone glaring in his Eyes. The horrible 
Sentence is, — Go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, pre- 


pared for the Devil and his Angels. Everlaſting Fire! 
and in the Devils odious Company! Who can dwell 


with ſuch Burnings 2 Who can endure ſuch an Aſſoct- 
ale? Who can bear the Thoughts of continuing in Sip, 
if he muſt ſo ſeverely ſmart for it at laſt? And that the 


Sinner muſt do ſo, except, by a prudent Reformation, N 


he take care to avert the Doom, is as certain as Cod is 
true. God, that cannot lie, has expreſsly told us his Re- 
ſolution, in this Caſe; and he wants no Power to ef- 


fect what he ſo reſolves. Theſe are, indeed, melancho- 
ly ungrateful Thoughts, and yet abſolutely neceſſary to 
prevent much more melancholy dreadful Sufferings |! 


But there is one Conſideration yet left, which, like the 
Sun recovering from a Cloud, brightens up all the Soul, 
and darts Beams of everlaſting Comfort to an anxious 
Mind. Tis this — All that hear me may avoid this 


Miſery, 
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Miſery, if they will. Our Saviour refuſes no Sinner 
that approaches him with the Qualification of true Re- 


14 pentance. I humbly conceive, a Chriſtian can hardly 
T4 be guilty of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and all Sins 
i 1 and Blaſphemies, beſides That, our gracious Redeemer 
Hhimſelf has pronounced pardonable. And what a hap- 


py chearful Reflection is this, that, by the Aſſiſtance of 
God's Grace, which is never denied to thoſe that ask it, 
you may not only avoid the Terrours before-menti- 


17 oned, but obtain everlaſting Felicity too, if you will : 
i ' heartily, and ſincerely, ſet about it? But tho' you may 7 
1 now ſue out your Pardon, by Faith and Repentance, = 
[8 yet no One can enſure you farther : The e tr Time, * 
15 indeed, is yours; and you may make it the happy Date 3 
14 of your Converſion, if you will: But, if you put off 1 
3 your Return to God one Moment, you are no longer | 1 
ſecure. And who, that has fo conſiderable a Reverſi- 9 
1 on to manage, wou'd fit eaſy and contented till he has 9 
TH aſcertain d his T zz/e ? I perſwade my ſelf I have more X 
— 1 prudent Hearers, Perſons more diſpoſed to practiſe 3 
15 their Daty, than St. Paul's Auditors were: Felix | 
i trembled at the Diſcourſe, but ſtill he is ſuppoſed to 3 
18 have interrupted it: for the Context tells us, that, aa 
1 | the Apoſtle reaſon d of theſe Things, Felix anſwer'd, 
i Go thy way for this Time ; when ] have a convenient I 
„ Seaſon I will ſend for thee. Many People, like him, = 
are willing to ſhift off their Con verſion to a Seaſon : 


which they fancy more convenient: but, ſince that Fu- 3 
ture Time may never be allow'd us, tis certainly the ſaf- = 
eſt Way to embrace, and improve, the Preſent. - : 
And this reminds me of the /a/? Particular, I ſhall now 
mention, relating to the future Judgment, and that is 
the Precarionſneſs of the Time, or the Uncertainty of | 
5 | | 35 To 1 
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its Approach. I know ſome of the Fathers of the Church 
have concluded, from a * Paſſage in St. Pauls Mrit. 
E  2ngs, that the great Day of Accounts was very near: 
Y And ſome other Authors, both ſolid and ſerious, have 
2 pretended to limit the Duration of the World. But 
theſe nice Enquiries, theſe unſucceſsful Conjectures, tend 
only to confirm, what we learn from better Authority, 
That f of this Day and Hour knoweth no Man, no not 
even the Angels of God. This we do know, and this 
Knowledge 1s ſufficient for us, that God has appointed 
ſuch a Day, whereon we and all Mankind ſhall afluredly 
be judged : That, be this Time when it will, it muſt, 
in Effect, commence at the Hour of our Death for as 
| our Caſe then ſtands, ſo will it appear when God ſhall 
= Judge the Secrets of our Hearts by Chriſt Feſus. It 
F  wou'd be monſtrous Folly, therefore, not to purſue 
this conſummate V iſdom of preparing for our latter 
£7nd ſince juſt now, as J have already hinted, it wou d 
ſtand us in ſtead, and be of everlaſting Advantage: but, 
this critical Moment being imprudently neglected, the 
next may tranſlate us to a Doom irreverſible; to exqui- 
ſite Miſery, without either Intermiſſion or End. If 
bhbeſe Conſiderations can't convince us of the Danger 
9 of perſevering in Sin, and influence our Minds to Repen- 
| tance, I know only One that aſſuredly will do it, but 
alas! *twill be too late for Application; and that is, Zhe 
woful Experience of thoſe Fudgments 1 have juſt now 
2 been deſcribing : But from this experimental Convi- 
[ = may God deliver us all, for Feſus Chriſt's ſake. 
1 men. | | 
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